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Blayne “Buddy” Streeper 5 time Fur 
Rondy Open World Champion has 
accomplished a reputation as the team 
to beat. At 34 with 30 years experience 
on a dog team Buddy grew up mushing.  
The Streeper kennel dogs are widely 
sought for all types of sled dog sports.  
Blayne said when his dad, Terry was 
racing in Anchorage in the 1980’s “we 
would watch the race in Canada with 
satellite TV.  I knew then that one day I would also compete in the 
Fur Rondy.”   He hopes to finsh strong all three days.   

James Wheeler, 45, is a commercial 
fisherman from Clam Gulch, Alaska where 
he maintains a 40 dog kennel. Wheeler 
Kennel bloodlines consist of Gilbertson 
bloodlines.  He is aiming for a top 3 finish. 
He has competed in all types long distance, 
mid-distance and sprint mushing over the 
past 20 years. He is shooting for the top 3 
this year to best his 10th place in 2014. . 
Kurt Strasbaugh inspired James to be a 
musher. 

 

Danny Beck, 66, was raised on a trapline 
and has a lifetime of experience in sled 
dogs.  His kennel consists of Canadian race 
dogs.  He entered his first Fur Rondy Open 
World Championship in 2011 and is back to 
have another go of it.  Danny first heard of 
the race during the George Attla Lombard 
days.  Danny is a prison guard.  His goal is 
to “do the best my dogs and I will do.”  

 

 

What makes a Rondy dog so 
special? 
by Dr. Arleigh Reynolds, DVM 
Senior Scientist 
Nestle Purina 
 
There are fewer people capable of throwing a 
90mph fastball than there are CEO's of fortune 500 companies. In a similar way there 
are few dogs that have the physical and mental attributes it takes to be a competitive 
Fur Rondy sled dog. Each arm of the sled dog sport poses its own set of challenges 
for the canine athletes that compete in them. Distance dogs must have legendary 
stamina and steel-like mind sets to survive the grueling hours and environmental 
extremes they face in their races. On the other end of the spectrum, limited class 
sprint dogs reach white knuckle speeds for short distances. If we compare the 
performance of these dogs with the physiological limits nature has set for the canine 
athlete we can begin to appreciate the prowess of the Fur Rondy dog. 

These superb athletes did not appear by chance. Each Fur Rondy dog is the product 
of tens of generations of an intensive breeding and selection process. This process 
began in villages along the river and costal regions of Alaska and has continued to 
evolve today with the introduction of European bloodlines. The focus of these breeding 
programs has been the creation of a dog with a unique combination of speed and 
endurance and a mind capable of navigating the challenges of the urban Anchorage 
trail system. This last component is no small feat; in fact the Rondy has been referred 
to as "the steeple chase of dog mushing." Teams pass through 8 culverts multiple foot 
bridges, and even 4 and 6 lane highways on elevated pedestrian bridges. Add to that 
crowds of people, trailside barbeques, loose dogs, kids throwing snowballs, school 
children cheering and over 2 miles of on the street racing and you have an event that 
not only taxes the body but challenges the mind of even the most seasoned athlete. 
To do well in the Rondy truly is the pinnacle of dog mushing. Successful teams 
conquer what is likely the toughest combination of physical and mental tests in the 
sport. Other races may go further or require more peak speed but no race combines 
the speed over distance with the mental challenges of the Rondy. This is why the 
Rondy has been used by all other arms of the sport as the source of breeding stock. 
Nearly all dogs running in the Iditarod can trace their origins back to dogs from Fur 
Rondy teams. This is also true for mid-distance and limited class sprint teams. 
 
While no one can argue that it takes a great dog to compete in these other arenas of 
the Dog Mushing World, the truth is the very best athletes run down 4th avenue for 
three days in a row on the last weekend in February. If you ever wonder why there are 
fewer teams running competitively in the Rondy than in long distance, mid-distance, or 
limited class sprint races remember the statement from the beginning of this article. 
There are fewer dogs that have the athletic prowess to run nearly 20 mph for 90 
minutes than there are that can run really far for a long time or really fast for a short 
time. Like the 90 mph pitcher, the elite Rondy dog is a rare and gifted athlete.  



In Memoriam ASDRA Charter Member 

Natalie Jubin Norris passed 
August of 2016.  Natalie was 
the first women to run the Fur 
Rondy race in 1947 the 
second running of the event.  
Natalie had arrived in 
Anchorage already an 
accomplished musher in the 
summer of 1946. In the 1948 
race she placed 2nd.  As a 
team with Earl Norris, who co-
founded the Fur Rondy race, 
she homesteaded in the area 
that is now University Center.  
Their world famous Alaskan of 
Anadyr Siberian Husky Kennel 
focused on performance as 
well as show.  Natalie helped 

form the Alaskan Sled Dog & Racing Association in 1949. 

2017 Fur Rendezvous Open World Champion Entrants   

Don Cousins is 64, “going on 40,” 
from Crooked Creek, Alberta.  His 
Hide-A-Way Kennels has 34 dogs of 
Cousins, Hoe-Raitto, Daigle, and E & A 
Streeper lines.  Don has been racing 
for 35 years and is self sponsored. Don 
is inspired “ by all the disabled people 
in the world who persevere and strive 
for excellence in their daily living just 
to get through another day.”  The work 
ethic of the sled dog encourages him to 
give his all each day.  Encouraged to 
enter his first Fur Rondy by George 
Attla II, Don was rookie of the year and continues to strive for 
his personal best placing as high as 5th. Retired from forest fire 
fighting, Don is a family man dedicated to his wife Faye, son 
Cody and daughter Alison and their families.   

Emilie Entrikin, a 32 year old Arctic 
Alaskan guide, began sprint racing 
as an expansion of her skijor racing.  
Rooster Tail Kennels has been 
encouraged by Joee and Pam 
Reddington to run open class.  Emilie 
has 3 years in the open class 
including the Wyoming Stage Stop 
and Canadian sprint circuit. “These 
dogs are my life, from the day they 
were born to the race start. They 
have tried my patience in more ways then I could have 
imagined. It has all been worth it when I get to watch them 
do what they love to do: race!”                                     

Jason Dunlap is from Salcha, Alaska 
where he works for Lanser Builders 
creating custom log homes. He and his 
family, Amy and sons Wyatt and Kalib, 
run a 23 dog kennel. He first competed 
in the Fur Rondy in 2007 with a very 
respectable 6th place finish. He has since 
returned three times and finished in the 
top 5 each time.  At 42 years old, Jason 
says running dogs has made him 

tougher.  He would like to thank his family for all the hard 
work they do. 

Lina Streeper, a 32 year old 
mother and kennel operator 
credits the dogs with changing her 
whole life.  She started mushing 
with her friend Mona and cousin 
Jenny in Sweden.  The dogs led 
her to Canada and meeting her 
husband, Blayne. They have two 
young girls and Streeper Kennels 
“Home of World Champions”.  Lina 
is an accomplished musher in her own right wining the  2017 
Wyoming Stage Stop title.  Lina hopes for 3 clean runs.   



Mark Hartum originally from Seba 
Beach, Alberta goes by the nickname 
“21MPH”.  The 45 year old works in 
commercial real estate and has been 
racing sled dogs for 21 years. Working 
with his kennel of 60 dogs makes him 
patient and reflective. Mark’s favorite 
quote is “details matter, have fun”. His 
wife Brooke and kids Mya, Elle, and 
Noah also race 

Marvin 
Kokrine, 61, is 

racing his 25th Rondy OWC race with a 
best finish of 2nd. Living in North Pole, 
Alaska, dog teams are a way of life. To 
Marvin, running the Rondy is, “…a big 
part of my life”.  Marvin understands 
the vast difficulties and challenges that 
this race can throw at you; with that in 
mind, he keeps his goals modest and 
just wants “to finish”. Regardless of his 
modesty, he is always considered a top 
contender. When Marvin isn’t racing and 
training his dogs he is a commercial truck driver.             

John “JP”  Norris, 67, is steeped in Fur 
Rondy history. Both his mother and father 
raced the Fur Rondy, his father ran in the 
first Rondy and his mother was the first 
woman to race the Rondy. His kennel 
housed in Willow, AK is an AKA papered 
Siberian Husky bloodline called Anadyr 
and created in 1946 by his mother and 
father. He continues the family legacy 
and runs the most recognizable team on 
the avenue. With 60+ years of racing 
experience and a 3rd place in 1973, John 

is also the owner and operator of Underdog Feed Inc., a mushing 
oriented feed store in Wasilla, AK. Get your cameras!    



Bill “Almost” Kornmuller is so 
old, he stopped counting. He and 
his family have been racing for 
over 30 years and with 50 dogs 
from Alpha Kennels has made a 
name for itself as a top racing 
kennel and producer of a line of 
dogs that are highly sought 
after.   In the off season he is 
contractor. Bill would like to 
thank his family. With 6 finishes 

in the top 5, Kornmuller is “almost” there! This year Bill isn’t 
interested in summing up his racing philosophy with, 
“there’s always next year”, this year 
he is racing for FIRST!   

 

George Attla III is originally from 
Huslia and now North Pole, Alaska.  
He has been around sled dog racing 
his entire life. George has been  
competitively racing for the past15 
years.  His kennel has 35 dogs. 
George is in the race to add some 
competition.  He is sponsored by 
Sampson Electric and Interior 
Alaska Fish Processors. 	

Jeffery Conn, 64, lives in Ester, Alaska 
where he has had the mentoring of 
Harvey Drake, Linda Leonard, Gareth 
Wright, Ross Saunderson, and Joee 
Reddington.  Jeff’s 33 yerars of racing 
have focused on sprint and stage 
racing.  His most recent Fur Rondy in 
2012 resulted in 9th place.  He is 
coming to this years race with dog that 
have recently competed in the Stage 
Stop.  He hopes to achieve a top 10 

finish.  

 Gary Markley Anchorage and 
Salcha, Alaska.  His “Flat out 
Dawgs”  kennel has 26 dogs.  
Gary first raced in 1980 and has 
focused on sprinting for 13 years. 
His goal is to win the race he 
remembers from his Anchorage 
childhood.   “Dogs have made me 
broke but rich in life!” Gary lists 
his other occupation as a pilot and 
chasing his 2 year old. 

 

Dave Turner is from Fairbanks, 
Alaska.  Dave hopes to finish in 
the top half with a 2014 finish of 
13th. Dave credits mentors Doug 
Swingley, James Wheeler and 
Marco Rivest.  46 year old Dave 
spends most of his time and 
money on his 25 dogs in his 
Raising Chaos kennel. He sums 
up his race philosophy as “win at 
having fun.” He also likes 
running, biking, and travel.  



	

 

 

 

 
Watch the Race on 

Facebook Live  
www.furrondy.net 

 Checkpoint times!	
http://asdra.org/index.php/fur-rondy-owc/ 

Spectator Information 

• Day 1 dog teams leave the 4th and D Street Start at two minute 
intervals determined by the Draw.   

• Day 2 and Day 3 a reverse start order is determined by finishing 
time from the previous day.  The slowest team leaves at 12:00 
followed at two minute intervals by each faster team.  This 
creates an exciting race from midpoint on as the teams pass each 
other as they head for home.   

• Find a good view point behind the trail edge 
• Look for dogs running well with heads and tails down showing 

concentration.  Sudden movements, pet dogs, or flash bulb may 
startle them.   

•   Mushers will only ask for help if needed.  Do not try to help 
otherwise.   

•    A dog team traveling at up to 20 mph takes up to 50 feet to 
come to a stop! 

• Sled dogs run very quietly. You may not know they are coming 
until you hear "Trail!" or worse you are entangled in the lines 
because the musher could not see around a corner. 

•   Getting entangled in a dog team can be very hazardous for you or 
your children and the dogs. 

 
 
 

Egil	Ellis	heads	up	Cordova	Hill	--a	great	place	to	view	the	races	going	both	ways		


